O Heavenly Father, all the elements of nature obey Your

commands including hurricanes.
Calm the storms that threaten us and turn our fear

of Your power into praise of Your goodness. 

Grant this through Our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son,

Who lives and reigns with the Holy Spirit,

one God, forever and ever.  Amen.





St. Michael Catholic Church

542 Cypress Avenue

Garden City, SC  29576

843-651-3737

This multi-county guide was compiled by a member of the Outreach Ministry of St. Michael Catholic Church to help you develop your own personal disaster plan.  The information and recommendations were drawn from meetings with and countless publications produced by Horry County Emergency Management,  Georgetown County Emergency Management, WPDE-TV, the State of South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control, the Red Cross, State of South Carolina Emergency Management Division and Department of Transportation, U.S. Department of Homeland Security (FEMA), and the National Hurricane Center (NOAA).
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SAFFIR-SIMPSON SCALE (HURRICANE SEVERITY)
CAT 1:

74-95 mph winds.  No real damage to building structures.  Damage primarily to

to unanchored mobile homes, shrubbery and trees.  Also some coastal road flooding and minor pier damage.

CAT 2:
96-110 mph winds.  Some damage to roofs, doors, windows, trees and shrubbery.   Considerable damage to mobile homes, piers, and small craft in unprotected anchorages break their moorings.
CAT 3:
111-130 mph winds.  Some structural damage to small residences and utility buildings with a minor amount of curtain wall failures.   Mobile homes are destroyed.  Flooding near shoreline and possibly inland.   Larger structures damaged by floating debris.  Plan to be without help or utilities for 3-5 days.
*  Hurricane Katrina (2005) was a Category 3 at landfall in New Orleans.

*  Hurricane Hugo (1989) at Myrtle Beach was a Category 1 storm but a

    Category 3 storm surge (on landfall at McClellanville it was a Category 4).
* Hurricane Gracie (1959) was a Category 3 at landfall on Hilton Head.

CAT 4:
131-155 mph winds.  Extensive damage to doors and windows; complete failure of roofs on many houses; major damage to lower floors near shore.  Shrubs, trees and all signs down.  Total destruction of mobile homes.  Tidal surges 13 to 18 feet above normal floods flatlands 10 feet or less above sea level, as far as 6 miles inland, cutting off escape routes.  If not destroyed, near-shore houses and buildings suffer major damage.  Massive evacuation of all housing within 500 yards of shore. 


*  Hurricane Hazel (1954) was a Category 4 on landfall on the SC/NC border.
CAT 5:
Winds greater than 155 mph.  Everything in Category 4 and more.  Extensive shattering of window glass, some buildings destroyed and small ones over turned or blown away.  Tidal surge 18 or more feet above normal, flooding lower floors of all structures less than 15 feet above sea level within 500 yards of shore.  Massive evacuation.
*  Hurricane Andrew (1992) in south Florida was revised up to a Category 5.
BEFORE THE STORM

NOTE:  Insurance companies require a 30 day waiting period before a “WATCH” or “WARNING” has been issued to purchase flood insurance coverage which is not part of most homeowner, mobile home or rental insurance policies.  There may also be a 15 day waiting period for wind and hail coverage which can be purchased if your homeowners insurance does not cover these events.  To obtain information contact your local insurance agent or FEMA at 800-427-4661.  Be sure to inventory your home before a storm to help in settling insurance claims should that be necessary following a disaster.
Develop an emergency communication plan.  Consider using an out-of-state person, known to all family members, should your family be separated during the storm.
“WATCH”  has been issued (sustained winds of 74 mph or higher are expected in a specified area within 48 hours or less):

· Map your evacuation route based on your location and be prepared to drive 20 to 50 miles inland to locate a safe place.

· Fill the car’s gas tank -- pumps may not operate if electricity is lost.  Check tire pressure and oil level.

· Wrap irreplaceable items in plastic and pack them to take with you if you evacuate.
· Stay tuned to local television and radio stations for emergency information.
· Have disaster supplies and medications on hand and ready.
· Make arrangements early for pets.  NO pets are allowed in public shelters ONLY service animals are allowed. Certification from the owner’s doctor on a service animal other than Seeing Eye dogs is required.
· Be sure all family members know how and when to turn off electricity, water, and propane tanks.

· Protect your home.  Cover windows with permanent shutters, plywood panels or other protective materials.  (Tape, such as masking and duct, is not strong enough to keep hundreds of pounds of pressure from forcing its way inside your home.)  Inspect and secure mobile home tie downs.   Bring lawn furniture and other loose, lightweight objects inside (garbage cans, garden tools, flower pots, etc.).  Anchor propane tanks.  Turn off power to pool pump, lights and chlorinator.  Wrap the pump with a waterproof cover and secure.  NOTE:  When gas meters or propane tanks are turned off, it is recommended that qualified professionals turn them back on.

· Place all important documents in a waterproof container and store in a safe place.

· If you must leave your vehicle outdoors, park it next to a building away from trees and poles and out of an area that may flood.

· Trim back dead or weak tree branches.  Clear loose and clogged gutters.

· Determine where to move your boat during a storm.

· Know how to manually override your garage door opener.
“WARNING” has been issued (hurricane conditions are possible for the specified area within 36 hours):

· Follow all steps in above section for “”WATCH”.

· Store drinking water in clean bathtubs, jugs and bottles.

· Turn refrigerator and freezer to coldest settings, and then open only if necessary.  Unplug major appliances.
· If you leave your home – turn off water at the main valve and electricity at the main switch or fuse.   NOTE:  If the gas meter or propane tank is shut off for any reason, it is recommended that a qualified professional turn it back on.
· If power is lost, be sure all major appliances are turned off.

· If time permits, move valuable furnishings to higher ground.

· Cover TVs, computers, lamps, etc. with plastic bags and seal the bags.

BOATS

· Park boats in a garage or under a shelter away from trees or objects that could fall on it.  Note:  many marinas must be evacuated in a hurricane alert.

· If you must leave your boat outside, remove the outboard motors and shelter them.

· Support the axle with blocks inside each wheel; remove any item that could blow out of the boat.

· Lash down the boat.

· Fill the boat 1/3 to half way with water.  Filling all the way could break the trailer springs or axle.
EVACUATION ORDERED
 At 40 mph sustained winds, public safety vehicles may not be able to respond to emergencies.  At 60 mph sustained winds, all public safety operations in the field will not travel.  When making the decision to order an evacuation, the only hazard considered is storm surge, not the damaging effect of hurricane winds.

· Follow all steps in above sections “”WATCH” and “WARNING”. 

· Staying in a shelter should be your last choice.  They will be crowded.  There is no privacy.  Cots and bedding will not be provided.  The shelter is likely to lose power.  Simple food will be served only at scheduled mealtimes.

· If you have special medical needs see “SPECIAL MEDICAL NEEDS SHELTERS”.

· If you must evacuate, evacuate your pet, too!  See “PEOPLE WITH PETS”.  Shelters will only allow service animals.   Owners of service animals other than Seeing Eye dogs must have certification from their doctor.  Take your “PET SURVIVAL KIT”.
· If you are leaving the area, take your “BASIC DISASTER & TRAVEL SUPPLY KIT”.   Remember to take proof of identification for re-entry to the area! 
· If you are going to a shelter, see “RED CROSS SHELTERS ‘WHAT TO BRING TO A SHELTER’”. 
· Power companies suggest turning off circuit breakers as power surges can damage electronic equipment.

· Lock your doors and windows, and leave immediately (during daylight, if possible, as some roads may already be flooded).  Avoid flooded roads and be on the alert for washed out bridges.
EVACUATION ZONESTO EVACUATE
ALL MOBILE HOME RESIDENTS & CAMPERS COUNTYWIDE will be asked to evacuate for ALL hurricanes even if securely fastened to the ground.  Those living in low lying or other areas prone to flooding will also be asked to evacuate due to storm surge.
Horry County:

· Category 1 or 2 storm:  Residents along and east of U.S. 17 or U.S. 17 Business must evacuate.

· Category 3 or 4 storm:  Residents living along and east of U.S. 17 or U.S. 17 Bypass must evacuate.

· Category 5 storm:  All residents living east of the Intracoastal Waterway and in the Little River area, east of U.S. 17 must evacuate.
Georgetown County:

· Category 1 or 2 storm:  all properties along & east of U.S. 17 or U.S. 17 Business must evacuate.

· Category 3, 4 or 5 storm:  all properties east of the Intracoastal Waterway must evacuate.
BASIC DISASTER & TRAVEL SUPPLY KIT

I-26 rest areas will be enhanced with additional facilities to efficiently accommodate motorists.  Department of Public Safety weigh stations will also be available as comfort stations.  Prepare ahead of time for the trip.

· Prepare your car for travel (if electricity is lost, gas pumps may not be working)
· This “Storm Preparation Guide 2011” and road maps
· Extra set of keys

· Minimum 3 day supply of non-perishable food, eating utensils and a manual can opener
· Minimum: gallon of water per person per day for at least 3 days (drinking & sanitation)

· First aid kit & manual

· Essential medication (in waterproof container) for 1 week, 2 weeks if possible, & pain relievers
· Eye glasses, if needed

· Cash and credit cards (if electricity is lost, ATMs may not be working)
· If taking your pet, see “PEOPLE WITH PETS” section

· Battery-powered flashlight with extra fresh batteries and bulbs

· Portable battery-powered radio (with cell phone port, if desired) and NOAA Weather Radio with tone alert and extra batteries

· Photocopies of important documents in waterproof container: medical insurance, homeowners insurance policies, family records, Social Security & photo I.D., bank records & important telephone numbers
· Tire repair kit & jumper cables

· Matches in a waterproof container

· Baby food, bottles, diapers & supplies for a week, 2 weeks if possible
· Let children pick out a couple of items they value to take along

· Blankets and pillows or sleeping bags

· Fire extinguisher

· Whistle to signal for help

· Camera & film to photograph residential damage for insurance purposes

· Toiletries and bathroom tissue, moist towelettes helpful
· Games and books for children and adults

· Notebook with pen or pencil

· Bug spray

· Extra set of clothes and sturdy shoes per person (in a plastic bag)
EVACUATION ROUTES for HORRY & GEORGETOWN COUNTIES

Actual storm conditions may require changes to planned evacuation routes.  State and local media will air special emergency management evacuation instructions.  An evacuation order is issued for storm surge only, not the strength of wind on structures.
Only the Governor can order evacuation lane reversals statewide.  Once you’ve entered a lane reversal pattern you will not be able to leave it.    Lane reversals would ALWAYS begin on 501 at either SC 544 to SC 378 or Highway 501 at SC 22 toward Interstate 95 westward to Columbia, SC.

NORTH MYRTLE BEACH to NC STATE LINE:  Take S.C. 9 north to I-95 and beyond.

BRIARCLIFF ACRES TO MYRTLE BEACH 10TH AVENUE NORTH:  Take S.C. 22 (Conway Bypass) to U.S. 501 to Marion.
MYRTLE BEACH FROM 10th AVENUE NORTH TO MYRTLE BEACH AIRPORT:  Take U.S. 501 to Conway, then either U.S. 378 to Columbia or stay on U.S. 501 to Marion.
MYRTLE BEACH AIRPORT SOUTH THROUGH SURFSIDE BEACH:  Take S.C. 544 to U.S. 501 to Conway then either U.S. 378 to Columbia, or stay on U.S. 501 to Marion.
GARDEN CITY BEACH SOUTH TO GEORGETOWN COUNTY LINE:  Take U.S. 17 south through Georgetown, then U.S. 521 to S.C. 261 to U.S. 378 to Columbia.
GEORGETOWN COUNTY LINE TO WINYAH BAY:   Take U.S. 17 south through Georgetown, then U.S. 521 to S.C. 261 to U.S. 378 to Columbia, or U.S. 17 south to U.S. 701 in Georgetown to S.C. 51 to U.S. 378 at Kingsburg.
Designated Fuel Locations:

Horry County:

· All stations along evacuation routes are “designated”.

Georgetown County:


· H&S Self Serve at 2525 Highmarket Street (Hwy 521) in Georgetown

· H&S Shop at 430 E. Main Street (Hwy 521) in Andrews

· Mingo Exxon at the Intersection of Highway 51 and Highway 41

· Tiger Mart #7 at 212 South Main Street (Hwy 51) in Hemingway
BUS SERVICE FOR STRANDED PERSONS
When an evacuation order has been issued, free public transportation to shelters in Horry and Georgetown Counties will be provided from pre-designated locations until it is no longer safe to do so.  Depending on the strength and speed of the approaching storm, evacuations could begin 24-72 hours prior to landfall.  Service will be discontinued when the area experiences 60 mph sustained winds or as directed by Emergency Management.  Once the evacuation order has been lifted and the area is safe, free public transportation will resume and evacuees will be transported from the shelter back to the initial pickup point. 

· Bring only necessary belongings on bus.  Pets are not allowed.  Seeing Eye dogs are permitted.  Certification from the owner’s doctor is required on a service animal other than Seeing Eye dogs.
· Please leave seats near the front for the elderly and disabled riders.
· Move promptly to the first available seat.

· Turn off your personal listening device or use headphones.

· No eating or drinking is allowed on the bus.


Horry County:  Call Coast RTA Customer Service Dept. at 843-488-0865 x 230 to learn when pick-ups will be made from these locations:
· Inlet Square Mall, Murrells Inlet

· Wal-Mart on Hwy 544, Surfside

· Coastal Grand Mall, Myrtle Beach

· Myrtle Beach Helping Hand, 1411 Mr. Joe White Avenue, Myrtle Beach
· Myrtle Beach Street Reach, 1005 Osceola Street, Myrtle Beach

· Myrtle Beach Transfer Center, 10th Avenue North & Oak Street, Myrtle Beach

· Food Lion at 79th Avenue North & Kings Highway, Myrtle Beach

· Myrtle Beach Mall  (Old Colonial), 10177 North Kings ighHiHighway, Myrtle Beach
· Wal-Mart Gator Hole Plaza North,  North Myrtle Beach

Georgetown County:  Call 545-3273 to ask when pick-ups will be made from these locations:
· Food Lion Parking lot (U.S. Highway 17 & Highway 707) Murrells Inlet

· Waccamaw Middle School (Sandy Island Road) Pawleys Island
· Waccamaw Elementary School (Waverly Road) Pawleys Island

· St. Mary’s AME Church (Highway 17) Pawleys Island

· Old Wal-Mart parking lot (North Fraser St – Highway 701) Georgetown

· Food Lion parking lot (Highway 17 South) Maryville
·  St. Stephen AME Church (1915 Winyah Street) Georgetown


WHAT TO BRING TO A SHELTER:

· All items listed in “BASIC TRAVEL & DISASTER SUPPLY KIT”
WHAT NOT TO BRING TO A SHELTER: 

· No pets.  See “PEOPLE WITH PETS”.  Only certified service animals and Seeing Eye dogs permitted.

· A negative or demanding attitude.
· No coolers, candles, alcoholic beverages, illegal drugs, weapons.
· Smoking is not permitted in shelters.  Law enforcement officers will enforce shelter rules!
HORRY COUNTY SHELTERS   (* Voluntary shelters)
* Loris Elementary




* South Conway Elementary

901 E. Highway 9 Business



3001 Fourth Avenue

Loris, SC  29569





Conway, SC  29527
Conway High School




Conway Elementary

2301 Church Street




1101 Snowhill Drive

Conway, SC  29526




Conway, SC  29526
PeeDee Elementary




Loris High School

6555 Highway 134




301 Loris Lions Road

Conway, SC  29527




Loris, SC  29569
Aynor Elementary




Aynor High School

516 Jordanville Road




201 Jordanville Road
Aynor, SC  29511




Aynor, SC  29511
Green Sea Floyds Middle & High School
s

Green Sea Floyds Elementary

5265 Highway 9





5000 Tulip Grove Road

Green Sea, SC  29545




Green Sea, SC  29545

Whittemore Park Middle School

1808 Rhue Street

Conway, SC  29527
GEORGETOWN COUNTY (* Voluntary shelter)   (SMN – Special Medical Needs)
* Pleasant Hill Elementary (SMN shelter)

Andrews Elementary

127 School House Drive




13072 County Line Road

Hemingway, SC  29554




Andrews, SC  29510

 Carvers Bay High School (Reserve)


Andrews High School (Reserve)
13002 Choppee Road




12890 County Line Road
Hemingway, SC  29554




Andrews, SC  29510
Pleasant Hill Elementary is the Voluntary and Special Medical Needs Shelter.  Andrews Elementary is the Mandatory shelter.  Reserve shelters will open on an as-needed basis if the primary shelters are not available due to damage or maximum capacity has been reached.
WILLIAMSBURG COUNTY (* Voluntary shelters)
* Hemingway High School



C.E. Murray High School
402 South Main Street




22 C.E. Murray Boulevard
Hemingway, SC  29554




Greeleyville, SC  29056
*Kingstree Senior High West



Kingstree Senior High East
615 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue


615 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue
Kingstree, SC  29556




Kingstree, SC  29556
Kingstree Junior High
710 Third Avenue
Kingstree, SC  29556
MARION COUNTY (* voluntary shelter)
* Marion High School




Mullins High School

1205 South Main Street




747 Millers Road

Marion, SC  29571




Mullins, SC  29574

Creek Bridge High School



Britton’s Neck Elementary

6641 S. Highway 41




223 Gresham Road

Marion, SC  29571




Gresham, SC  29546
DARLINGTON COUNTY

Darlington Middle School



Hartsville Middle School

160 Pinedale Road




1427 Fourteenth Street

Darlington, SC  29532




Hartsville, SC  29550

Lamar High School




Rosenwald Elementary
214 N. Darlington Avenue



508 Church Street
Lamar, SC  29069




Society Hill, SC  29593
FLORENCE COUNTY

Wilson High School




South Florence High School

1411 East Old Marion Highway



3200 South Irby Street

Florence, SC  29506




Florence, SC  29505

Lake City High School




Hanna-Pamplico Elem-Mid School
652 North Matthews Road



2131 South Pamplico Highway

Lake City, SC  29560




Pamplico, SC  29583

Timmonsville Educational Center

304 Kemper Street
Timmonsville, SC  29161
DILLON COUNTY

Dillon High School




Lake View High School
1730 Highway 301 North



401 East 3rd Avenue
Dillon, SC  29536




Lake View, SC  29563
RED CROSS SAFE and WELL PROGRAM
The website (http://www.redcross.org/safeandwell) is a free and easy tool that can be incorporated into any family's disaster communications plan.  During a disaster, phone lines and other normal communications methods can fail.  If you are affected by a disaster, quick registration on Safe and Well can help provide peace of mind to your family and friends.  The site is always available, and during large disasters, the Red Cross helps people register on the site.  People who search the site see only the registrant's name, the time at which the registration was completed, and the standard messages the registrant chose to share - no personal information is given and client privacy is maintained. 

If you are concerned about someone in a disaster-affected area with a serious, pre-existing health or mental health condition you can contact your local Red Cross Chapter to initiate an "Emergency Welfare Information Request".  Welfare Information volunteers will search for these individuals, get them the help they need, and facilitate communication with their worried love ones.
SPECIAL MEDICAL NEEDS INDIVIDUALS

At all times ensure that your power company has a current list of power-dependent life support equipment required by your family members.  The statement that medical equipment in your home requires power will be indicated in the power company’s system along with your address.
SPECIAL MEDICAL NEEDS SHELTERS (SMNS)

There will be temporary facilities capable of providing limited nursing care to a limited number of individuals whose physical or mental condition exceeds the capabilities of the Red Cross shelters, but is not severe enough to require hospitalization.  SMNS patients usually require care at home by a Home Health nurse, private duty nurse, or an infusion company.  The State Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) will operate these shelters.

· These shelters will meet the patient’s and caregiver’s basic needs, i.e., food, shelter and limited nursing care.  Make arrangements for the care of your pet.  ONLY service animals will be allowed, no pets.  Certification from the owner’s doctor is required on a service animal other than Seeing Eye dogs.
PATIENTS APPROPRIATE FOR SMNS
· Patients must be able to tolerate lying on a cot or floor pallet.  Only a limited number of cots will be available.

· Patients currently being managed at home whose needs include wound care; IV antibiotics; Bolus tube feedings; Foley or suprapubic catheters; O2  that can be met using portable O2,  and assistance with medical administration (insulin).  Triage will be performed by a Registered Nurse assigned to the shelter site.

· Caregiver must accompany and stay with the patient and will be the only person allowed to accompany the patient.

· ONLY service animals are allowed, no pets.  Owners of service animals other than Seeing Eye dogs must have proof of eligibility from their doctor.  Prepare a “PET SURVIVAL KIT” for your service animal. 
PATIENTS NOT APPROPRIATE FOR SMNS

· Patients who depend on electricity to survive (ventilator, TPN, feeding pumps, suctioning equipment, or dialysis) as electrical power may be lost.
· Pregnant women should pre-plan with their private OB/GYN.
· Patients who are independent in personal care or self-management, such as diabetes would be eligible for Red Cross shelters.
WHAT SMNS PEOPLE SHOULD DO
· Listen to your local radio or television station when a disaster is impending.

· When an Evacuation Order is issued, call 915-8804 to register.

· Based on individual medical requirements, a shelter location will be assigned. 

· NOTE:  some hospitals may be closing and involved in transporting their hospitalized patients to those out-of-area hospitals that will remain open.  Only patients who have already been admitted will be helped; by necessity those seeking new admissions may be turned away.

· Within one hour of the Evacuation Order the shelter will open.
· Transportation to and from the shelters is not provided.
· One person (a caregiver) must accompany any individual who plans to use a SMNS.  Your caregiver is the only person who will be permitted to stay at the SMNS with you.

· ONLY service animals are allowed in SMNS, no pets.  Certification from the owner’s doctor is required on a service animal other than Seeing Eye dogs.
· Prepare a “PET SURVIVAL KIT” for your service animal. 
Bring to SMNS:

· 7 days of all medications, medical supplies (tubes, dressings, tanks, catheters, etc.), canes, walkers, wheelchairs, etc.

· Special diet requirements for 7 days.
· Cot or beach chair along with a blanket and pillow per person.
· Flashlight and batteries

· It is advisable to bring copies of important documents (medical insurance, homeowners insurance, photo i.d., etc. and important phone numbers) in a waterproof container.
· If you have a Seeing Eye dog or certified service animal, bring the “PET SURVIVAL KIT” you have prepared.  No pets are allowed. 

· When “All Clear” is issued, all patients must verify that their residence is habitable before leaving the shelter.

· In the event a patient’s residence is deemed uninhabitable, arrangements will be made to accommodate these patients and caregivers for the short term.  (Red Cross or County Community Resources.)  In this event, transportation between the “Special Medical Needs” shelter and the short term shelter may be provided by County Emergency Management.
IF YOU STAY IN YOUR HOME

Fuel your car early.  If electricity is lost pumps may not be operational – if they still have gas!
Review “BASIC DISASTER & TRAVEL SUPPLY KIT” for recommended supplies.  Basic supply kits can be purchased on the Red Cross website.  Camping stores also offer most of the recommended supplies.  Unless you are ordered to evacuate, take recommended precautions listed above for all storm conditions:  “Watch”, “Warning” and “Evacuation”.  Storm conditions can – and do – change quickly.
DURING THE STORM:

· Stay out of all vehicles!

· Stay inside a well-constructed building on the downwind side of the house away from all windows, skylights, glass doors and exterior doors --  even if they are covered.

· Go to an interior first floor room, closet or under stairs.  Try to stay in a windowless bathroom or inside a closet.  For protection from flying objects, cover with a mattress or plywood if lying in a dry bathtub.

· If you are in a multiple-story building and away from the water, go to the 1st or 2nd floor and take refuge in the halls or interior rooms.

· Stay indoors until officials declare the storm is over.

· Listen to a battery-operated radio for storm updates.

· Eat perishable foods first.

· Avoid using electrical appliances.

· If the “eye” of the storm passes over your area, be aware that severe conditions will return from the opposite direction in a very short time.

· Be alert!  Tornadoes are often spawned during a hurricane.

· Stay sober.
AFTER THE STORM

To prevent looting and other property crimes, all evacuated areas will be patrolled by local and county police and the sheriffs’ offices.  The National Guard will supplement these officers as required.

· Be careful of downed electric lines, weakened structures, dangerous animals, poisonous snakes, etc.

· ONLY use a flashlight – not candles -- to inspect damage.

· Inspect gas, water and electrical lines and appliances for damage.  If you smell gas, do not enter the property!  Report the leak immediately.  If propane or natural gas tanks are damaged, turn tanks off.  Note that when gas meters or propane tanks are turned off, it is recommended that qualified professionals turn them back on.
· Power companies suggest when resetting circuit breakers that you wear dry, rubber soled shoes and stand on something dry and non-conductive such as a dry piece of wood or wooden furniture.  Also, that you use a dry wooden tool with one hand to reset the breaker switches.  
· Avoid making contact with the metal breaker box or other metal objects in the area.  If the breakers will not reset or they continue to trip, call a licensed technician.

· Be extra careful in handling power tools, gas lanterns, and matches.  Use generators only in well-ventilated areas.

· Avoid using candles and other open flames indoors.

· Only use the telephone to report life-threatening emergencies.
· Don’t drink the water.  Eat only foods you are absolutely sure are safe.

· Call your insurance company to file a claim if your home is damaged.  Take photos of damages.

· Make temporary repairs to protect your home from the elements and looters.  Keep your receipts.

· Outside city limits you will be responsible for removing your own debris by taking it to one of the recycling centers or the landfill.  Check with your city and the recycling centers in your area.
RE-ENTRY AFTER EVACUATION
You may have evacuated to another town or even another state and the news media is not focused on the Grand Strand after the storm.  The South Carolina Information Phone System (PIPS) is manned in Columbia, and provides statewide information about evacuations, shelters, damage assessment, and re-entry.  This toll-free number is activated when an evacuation is ordered.  To learn if it’s safe to return call 1-866-246-0133, or log onto websites at www.horrycounty.org or www.georgetowncountysc.org.

· Expect to see the worst.

· Re-entry points will be specified after it has been DEEMED SAFE to return.  Please be patient.  To prevent looting and property crimes,  security for re-entry will be tight.
· If you evacuated you must have in your possession a copy of the title to your property or a tax receipt or current utility bill bearing the address of the property and a personal picture ID.  A driver’s license will be accepted for entry ONLY if the physical address on the driver’s license is in the affected area.  The name on the picture ID and the name on tax receipt or utility bill must be the same.

· Wait until the area is declared safe before entering and return only during day light hours as some roads may be impassable.

· Follow recommendations in section above, “AFTER THE STORM”.
PEOPLE WITH PETS

· Your pet is your responsibility. Include your pet in your family disaster plan.   Plan to take your pet with you if you evacuate.  DO NOT LEAVE PETS TIED UP OUTSIDE!
· ONLY Seeing Eye dogs or certified service animals are allowed in public shelters.  No pets are allowed.  Certification from the owner’s doctor on a service animal other than Seeing Eye dogs is required.

· The best thing you can do for your pet is to take them with you out of the area to a pet-friendly hotel.  Make reservations early if boarding at a kennel or if a veterinarian is elected as space is usually very limited.
· Have your pet micro-chipped and keep quality photographs of the pet for identification should they become lost.  Major scents and landmarks may have changed in a major storm which can confuse and disorient an animal.
· Make sure your pet is up to date on vaccinations and rabies.  Most boarding places require proof of vaccinations
· Since Hurricane Katrina more hotels and motels have become pet-friendly during storms.  Contact hotels outside your immediate area to check their pet policy and any restrictions on numbers, size, etc. (some require caging).  Ask if they waive “no pet” policies in an emergency.  Take your “PET SURVIVAL KIT” with you.

· If you must leave your pet alone, prepare a place for it in the most protected room in your home.  If possible, use a room with no windows, but make certain there is enough ventilation. Use no-tip bowls for water and fill the bathtub as a back-up.   Do not leave animals of different species together.  
· Place stickers on windows and entrances to notify emergency officials that animals are on the property.

· Leave enough dry food (moist can spoil) and water for at least 2 weeks per pet.  Arrange a layer of plastic and a layer of paper or cardboard on the floor for the pets.
PET SURVIVAL KIT

· A carrier or cage large enough for the pet to turn around in.  Animals are likely to become disoriented during and after a storm so it is a MUST to have:  a carrier or cage, leash, and muzzle.  (The carrier or cage can be used to store storm-related pet supplies before the storm.  Luggage tags work great for necessary name & contact information.)

· Proper ID and collar

· Rabies tag

· Proof of vaccination (in waterproof container)
· Essential medications (in waterproof container)

· 14 day supply of dry food stored in a waterproof container and a manual can opener, if needed.  Moist food can spoil
· Small water and food bowls
· Cat litter & scooper, newspapers, paper towels and trash bags
· Micro chip numbers
· Photographs and contact information should you become separated
PET FRIENDLY HOTELS & MOTELS
These are just some of the pet-friendly accommodations available in 10 cities.  While the pet policy was verified with each facility in July 2011, please call to verify that they have not changed their policies and to ask if deposits and/or additional fees are required for pets.  Three websites may also be helpful:
www.horrycounty.org         www.petfriendly.com         www.petswelcome.com
	CITY OF AIKEN
	
	

	Quality Inn
	3608 Richland Ave W.
	803-641-1100

	Days Inn – downtown
	1204 Richland Ave W.
	803-649-5524

	Clarion Inn
	155 Colony Parkway
	803-648-0999

	Howard Johnson Express
	1936 Whiskey Road
	803-649-5000

	Knights Inn
	1850 Richland Ave West
	803-648-6821

	Hotel Aiken
	235 Richland Ave West
	803-648-4265

	The Wilcox Inn
	100 Colleton Ave
	877-648-2200

	
	
	

	CITY OF ANDERSON
	
	

	Anderson Days Inn
	1007 Smith Mill Road
	864-375-0375

	Country Inn Suites
	116 Interstate Boulevard
	864-622-2200

	La Quinta Inn
	3430 Clemson Blvd
	864-225-3721

	CITY OF BENNETSVILLE
	
	

	Best Western
	213 U.S. Hwy 15/401 Bypass
	843-479-1700

	
	
	

	CITY OF CAMDEN
	
	

	Lord Camden Inn
	24 Main Street
	800-336-4325

	Colony Inn
	2020 W. DeKalb St
	800-356-9801

	
	
	

	CITY OF COLUMBIA
	
	

	Riverside Inn
	111 Knox Abbott Dr, Cayce, SC
	800-230-4134

	Masters Economy Inn
	2125 Commerce Dr
	803-791-5850

	Ramada Inn West
	114 McSwain Dr
	803-796-2700

	Residence Inn
	2320 La Grande Road
	803-788-8850

	Super 8 Motel
	5719 Fairfield Road
	803-735-0008

	
	
	

	CITY OF DILLON
	
	

	Comfort Inn
	801 Radford Boulevard
	843-774-4137

	Super 8 Motel
	1203 Radford Boulevard
	843-774-4161

	
	
	

	CITY OF FLORENCE
	
	

	Days Inn So.
	I-95 & U.S. 76
	843-665-8550

	Quality Inn
	150 Dunbarton Drive
	843-644-2400

	EconoLodge
	1920 W. Lucas St
	843-665-4558

	Florence Days Inn
	2111 W. Lucas St
	843-665-4444

	Ramada
	1819 W. Lucas St
	843-665-4555

	Motel 6
	1834 W. Lucas St
	843-667-6100

	Howard Johnson
	2038 W. Lucas St
	843-669-4241

	Red Roof Inn
	2690 David McLeod Blvd
	843-678-9000

	Thunderbird Motor Inn
	I-95 & U.S. 52
	843-669-1611

	Ramada at Young’s Plantation Inn
	U.S. 76 & I-95
	843-669-4171

	

	CITY OF GREENVILLE SPARTANBURG

	Comfort Inn
	831 Congaree Rd
	864-288-6221

	Best Western Greenville Airport Inn
	5009 Pelhan Rd
	864-297-5353

	Holiday Inn
	4295 Augusta Road
	864-277-8921

	
	
	

	CITY OF ORANGEBURG
	
	

	EconoLodge
	1415 John C. Calhoun Drive
	803-531-4600

	Howard Johnson Express
	3608 St. Matthews Rd
	803-531-4900

	Orangeburg Days Inn
	I-26 & 301
	803-534-0500

	
	
	

	CITY OF SANTEE
	
	

	Baymont Inn
	249 Britain St
	803-854-3221

	Lake Marian Inn
	628 Bass Drive
	803-854-2107

	Super 8 Motel
	State Rd #6 & I-95 Exit 98
	803-854-3456


EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBERS and RESOURCES
American Red Cross  - Horry County shelters



843-477-0020

American Red Cross – Georgetown & Williamsburg


843-546-5422

                                        County shelters





American Red Cross (Florence, Dillon, Marion,



843-662-8121


Darlington, Chesterfield & Marlboro County shelters)

SC Dept. of Health & Environmental Control



843-915-8804

Special Medical Needs Shelters (SMNS)
Hispanic Outreach






803-419-5112


*Activated when evacuation ordered

Horry County Emergency Management




843-915-5150
Horry County Information Line





843-915-5005
*24 hrs/day pre-empted with info during hurricane

843-915-5006 TDD/TTY
Coast RTA public transportation to shelters



843-488-0865

Georgetown County Emergency Management



843-545-3273
Georgetown County Hotline





843-545-3130

*Activated when evacuation ordered
Georgetown public transportation to shelters



843-545-3273

SC Dept. of Transportation:  Traffic Information



511


*Activated after the storm

Darlington County Emergency Management



843-398-4450

Dillon County Emergency Management




843-774-1414

Florence County Emergency Management



843-665-7255

Marion County Emergency Management



843-431-5009
RE-ENTRY INFORMATION





866-246-0133

Activated when evacuation ordered.  Manned in
Columbia, it will provide info on evacuation,

shelters, damage assessment and reentry
(Spanish interpreter available)

SC Insurance News Service





803-252-3455

Horry Electric Coop






843-369-2212

Grand Strand Water & Sewer





843-443-8202
Georgetown County Water & Sewer




843-546-8408

SCE & G (gas leaks)






843-839-5555

Santee Cooper (all areas)





888-769-7688

Santee Electric Coop – Georgetown




888-239-2300
www.horrycounty.org

 

Horry County Emergency Management

www.georgetowncountysc.org


Georgetown County Emergency Management
www.coastalscarc.org



Red Cross, Coastal SC Chapter

www.sctraffic.org



SC Dept. of Public Safety/Traffic (evacuation routes,

lane reversal information & traffic related hurricane

situation reports
www.dot.state.sc.us



SC Dept. of Transportation

www.nhc.noaa.gov



National Hurricane Center

www.weather.gov



National Weather Service

www.clemson.edu/lph



Animal emergencies
www.scinsnews.com



South Carolina Insurance News Service

www.solidwasteauthority.org


Information on recycling centers for storm debris

National Weather Service (NOAA) radio:

Horry County


162.400


Georgetown County

162.500, 162.400, 162.550

Darlington County

162.550


Dillon County


162.400, 162.550

Marion County


162.400, 162.550

Williamsburg County

162.475, 162.550, 162.400, 162.550

Florence County

162.550, 162.400
SC Emergency Alert System Stations (Grand Strand):

WYAV     104.1 FM

WLFF      106.5 FM

WHMC      90.1 FM



RED CROSS SHELTERS





The American Red Cross provides a safe place to stay when you have no other place to go.  Plan to stay with family and friends or leave the area.  Shelters are a last resort.  Beds, cots and blankets may not be provided.  There is no privacy and maybe no showers.  Although food may be provided, specialty items for infants and individual diets will not be available and it may take several days before an “All Clear” is given by local authorities to re-enter an evacuated area.





Please listen to radio and television for current information as the opening of these shelters may need to change as a storm nears.  * These shelters are for voluntary evacuation.  Others listed may be opened for mandatory evacuation and additional shelters may be opened as it becomes necessary.
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